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UNCLAS RABAT 4608 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EINV ENRG MO 

SUBJECT: OIL DISCOVERY IN MOROCCO? 

REF: RABAT 4585 (NOTAL) 


1. AFTER CHECKING WITH SEVERAL SOURCES INCLUDING MANAGER, 
AMERICAN PETROFINA (WHO NOT AVAILABLE YESTERDAY) HAVE 
CONFIRMED HYDROCARBON DISCOVERY IN ESSAOUIRA AREA NEAR TOWN 
OF KHEMIS DES MESKALA. THERE IS UNCERTAINTY AMONG INDUSTRY 
CONTACTS WHETHER IT IS OIL OR GAS. THERE HAS BEEN SMALL GAS 
PRODUCING FIELD IN AREA FOR PAST SEVERAL YEARS. MAGNITUDE 

OF WHAT HAS BEEN FOUND STILL UNKNOWN AND GOM HAS IMPOSED A 
BLACKOUT ON ALL NEWS CONCERNING THE FIND. 

2. TWO MATTERS HAVE BECOME CLEAR SINCE YESTERDAY: FIRST, 

STRIKE IS ON LAND. NOT OFFSHORE; AND SECOND, THE CONCESSION 
AREA BELONGS EXCLUSIVELY TO BRPM WITH NO FOREIGN PARTICIPATION 
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3. WILL REPORT FURTHER FIRM INFORMATION AS AVAILABLE.COON 
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